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War Office was so reluctant to spare men and munitions for the
expedition that it was crippled; and after deeds of valour
unsurpassed in the history of warfare (especially by the Aus-
tralasian troops), the Gallipoli Peninsula was evacuated. An
attack on the Turkish province of Mesopotamia also failed, the
Anglo-Indian force engaged being forced to surrender at Kut-
al-Amara. These two mishaps to the allied cause influenced
Bulgaria to throw in her lot with Germany, and Greece (which
had been on the point of joining the Allies) to remain neutral.
A Russian attack on Austria was met by a German counter-
attack, which only ended when the Central Powers had estab-
lished their trench lines well inside Russian territory. They
might have pushed their advantage even further but for the fact
that Italy declared war on Austria, in the hope of gaining certain
Austrian provinces inhabited mainly by Italians. But this
accession of strength was counteracted when the enemy overran
Serbia in order to free their communications with the Turkish
Empire along the Berlin-Bagdad railway.
The end of the year saw two notable changes in the British
control of the war. Firstly, a number of Conservatives now
joined the Asquith Government, and, for the rest of the war,
Britain was ruled by a Coalition in which each of the three
political parties was represented. Secondly, Sir John French
was superseded in the chief command by Sir Douglas Haig.
§ 334. 1916 : the somme—jutland—lloyd george.—
Military service was now made compulsory for all men of
suitable age, and by the end of the year almost the whole nation
was involved in war work, directly or indirectly. In order to
release men to fight, thousands of women undertook work
that had hitherto been done by men, as munition workers,
tram conductors, postmen, lorry drivers, bank clerks, and so
on.
The chief naval action of the war took place on 3ist May.
The German fleet came into conflict with the British battle
cruiser squadron off Jutland. Two British ships were quickly

